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EDUCATION  

Ph.D. Washington University, George Warren Brown School of Social Work, St. Louis, MO, 2010.  

M.S.S.W. Columbia University. School of Social Work, New York, NY, 2004.  

B.A.                      Emory University, Atlanta, GA, 2000.  

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING  

  

Training Fellowship, Summer Institute in LGBT Population Health, The Fenway Institute & 
Boston University School of Public Health, Boston, MA, July 15-August 9, 2013  

HONORS AND AWARDS  

  

• Invited to attend the White House Policy Briefing on Ending Youth Homelessness (June 3, 2016)  

• Honored Instructor Award University of Wisconsin-Madison Housing (April 2016)  

• University of Wisconsin-Madison Office of Multicultural Arts Initiatives/First Wave Faculty 

Excellence  

Award (December 2015)  

• Legends Recognition Award, Monroe Inc., Milwaukee, WI (February 2015)  

• Honored Instructor Award, University of Wisconsin-Madison Housing (November 2013)  

CURRENT POSITION  

August 2020- present  Associate Professor (with tenure), VCU School of Social Work  

PREVIOUS POSITIONS  

March 2023- January 2024        Interim co-chair, The Queer Research and Advocacy Center, Office of the      

Provost 

     

August 2021 – March 2023, Senior Advisor, The Queer Research and Advocacy Center, VCU 

July 2019 – July 2020  iCubed Visiting Scholar, Intersections in the Lives of LGBTQIA+ Communities 

Core,  

  Associate Professor, School of Social Work, Virginia Commonwealth University  



 

August 2019- July 2020  Associate Professor, Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville  

August 2016- July 2019  Assistant Professor, Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville  

August 2010- May 2016  Assistant Professor, University of Wisconsin-Madison, School of Social Work  

  

RES EARCH EXPERIENCE  

  

2005 -2010 Research Associate, Center for Social Development, George Warren Brown School of 
Social Work, Washington University (Nancy Morrow-Howell, Ph.D. Principal Investigator 
and Melissa Jonson-Reid, Ph.D. Co-Principal Investigator)  

  

2007-2008  Research Assistant, St. Louis Children’s Hospital, Washington University School of Medicine  

(Wendy Auslander, Ph.D. Principal Investigator and Neil White, MD, Co-Principal Investigator)  

  

2006 Research Assistant, George Warren Brown School of Social Work, Washington University  

  (David Pollio, Ph.D. Principal Investigator)  

    

2006-2010  Research Assistant, George Warren Brown School of Social Work, Washington University  

  (Renee Cunningham-Williams, Ph.D. Principal Investigator)  

2004  Research Assistant, Columbia University School of Social Work, Columbia University (Vincent  

Guilamos-Ramos, Ph.D. Principal Investigator)  

  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

  

  

August 2017 – present   

  

Co-founder, Sweet Evening Breeze, Louisville, KY  

May 2015 – December 2015  

  

GSAFE, Consultant, Madison, WI  

May 2004- May 2005  

  

United Way of the Columbia-Willamette, Portland, OR, United Way of 

America Community Fellow  

September 2003 – May 2004  

  

J.P. Morgan Chase, New York, NY, Graduate Intern  

June 2003- August 2003  

  

CHARO Community Development Corporation, Los Angeles, CA, 

NCCED Intern  

September 2002 – May 2003  

  

Common Ground Service Learning Program at Long Island University, 

Brooklyn, NY, Graduate Intern  

June 2000 – June 2002  

  

Ruder Finn Public Relations, New York NY, Account Executive  

August 1999-April 2000  

  

Emory University Office of Communications, Atlanta GA, Public 

Relations Assistant  

May 1999-August 1999   Edelman Public Relations Worldwide, Atlanta GA, Intern  

August 1998- December 1998  Office of Governor Zell Miller, Atlanta, GA, Intern  



 

 

 

 

   PUBLICATIONS  

Peer Reviewed Journal Articles:  

*graduate student 

Gattis, M.N., Henderson, N., *Kemmerer, A., & *Fourie, J.  (2024).  Psychosocial experiences of LGBTQIA+ 

youth experiencing homelessness in Cape Town, South Africa.  South African Journal of Social Work and 

Social Development. 

 

Pathak, A.A. & Gattis, M.N.  (2024).  Three years of Camp Qmunity: An interdisciplinary LGBTQIA+ 

summer intensive program.  Journal of LGBT Youth, 1-7. 

 

*Rossouw, R.J., Henderson, H., Gattis, M.N.  (2023).  The use of photo-voice with older transgender people 

with psycho-social challenges in the Cape Metropolis, South Africa.  Journal of Gay and Lesbian Social 

Services, 1-32. 

 

Gattis, M.N., Alexander, N.J., & Henderson, N.  (2023).  (Un) Belonging in the city: Research, theory, and   

practice highlighting LGBTQIA+ youth experiencing homelessness in Cape Town.  Social and Health 

Sciences, 21(1_2), 1-9. 

    

   Gattis, M.N., Wagaman, M.A., & *Kemmerer, A.  (2023).  Developing Marsha and Marian’s Neighbors: A   

   shared housing intervention to address homelessness among LGBTQ+ and pregnant/parenting youth. Youth 3,  

   335-350. 

 

Middleton, J., Inman, E., Roe-Sepowitz, D., Frey, LM., & Gattis, MN. (2022) Adverse Childhood Experiences 
Among Youth Victims of Sex Trafficking in Kentukiana. Journal of Human Trafficking, 1-14. 

 

Wagaman, M., Gattis, M.N., *Watts, K., & *Yabar, M., Haynes, T., Williams, E., & Blair, D.  (2022).  The 
Role of Schools in Supporting Students Experiencing Homelessness: Perceptions of School Staff.  Children 
and Schools, 44 (2), 70-78.    

  

Moore, S., Hines-Martin, V. & Gattis, M. (2020) Paying It Forward: The Role of Senior Black faculty in 
Preparing Junior Faculty and Black doctoral Students for Career Success. Journal of Negro Education, 89(2), 
146-157.   

Frey, L.M., Middleton, J.S., Gattis, M.N., & Fulginiti, A. (2018) Suicidal Ideation and Behavior Among Youth 
Victims of Sex Trafficking in Kentuckiana. Crisis: The Journal of Crisis Intervention and Suicide Prevention.  
Online first October 30, 2018.  

  

Middleton, J.S., Gattis, M.N., Ghent, R., Roe-Sepowitz, D. & Frey, L.M. (2018) Youth Experiences Survey 
(YES): Exploring the Scope and Complexity of Sex Trafficking in a Sample of Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness in Kentuckiana. Journal of Social Service Research. Online first February 16, 2018.  

  

Glass, J.E., Rathouz, P.R., Gattis, M., Joo, Y.S., Nelson, J.C., & Williams, E.C. (2017). Intersections of 
poverty, race/ethnicity, and sex: Alcohol consumption and adverse outcomes in the United States. Social 
Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology. Published online first March 27th.  

  

Gattis, M. *Larson, A. (2017) Perceived Microaggressions and Mental Health in a Sample of Black Youth 
Experiencing Homelessness. Social Work Research. Published online first January 9th.  

 



 

 
 
Gattis, M. & *Larson, A. (2016) Perceived Racial, Sexual Identity, and Homeless Status -related 
Discrimination Among Black Youth Experiencing Homelessness and the Relationship with Depressive 
Symptoms and Suicide .  

American Journal of Orthopsychiatry. Published online in 2015.  

This article was #6 on the American Journal of Orthopsychiatry’s top 10 most downloaded articles of 2016.  

  

Gattis, M., Woodford, M., & *Han, Y. (2014) Discrimination and Depressive Symptoms Among Sexual 
Minority Youth: Is Gay-Affirming Religious Affiliation a Protective Factor? Archives of Sexual Behavior. 
43,(8), 1589-1599. Published online first August 14, 2014.  

  

Gattis, M. (2014) Are Family Communication and School Belonging Protective Factors Against Depressive 
Symptoms in Homeless Youth in Toronto? Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health, 32(4), 75-83.  

  

Gattis, M., Sacco, P., & Cunningham-Williams, R. (2012). Substance Use and Mental Health Disorders 
among Heterosexual Identified Men and Women Who Have Same-Sex Partners or Same-Sex Attraction: 
Results from the National Epidemiological Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions. Archives of Sexual 
Behavior, 41, 1185-1197.  

  

Woodford, M.R., Krentzman, A.R., & Gattis, M.N. (2012). Alcohol and Drug Use among Sexual Minority 
College Students and their Heterosexual Counterparts: The Effects of Experiencing and Witnessing Incivility 
and Hostility on Campus. Substance Abuse and Rehabilitation, 3 11-23.  

  

Gattis, M. (2013). An Ecological Systems Comparison Between Homeless Sexual Minority Youths and 
Homeless Heterosexual Youths. Journal of Social Service Research, 39(1), 38-49. (Special issue on Research 
on GLBT Populations in Social Work Practice). Published online December 2, 2011.  

  

Gattis, M. & Cunningham-Williams, R. (2011). Housing Stability and Problem Gambling: Is there a 
relationship? Journal of Social Service Research, 37(5), 490-499.  

  

Gattis, M.N., Morrow-Howell, N., McCrary, Lee, M., S., Jonson-Reid-M., McCoy, H., Tamar, K., Molina, A., 
& Invernizzi, M. (2010). Exa mining the Effects of New York Experience Corps ® Program on Young Readers. 
Literacy Research and Instruction, 49(4), 299-314.  

  

Gattis, M.N. (2009). Psychosocial Problems Associated with Homelessness in Sexual Minority Youths. 
Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment, 19(8), 1066-1094.  

  

Cunningham-Williams, R., Gattis, M.N., Dore, P., Shi, P. & Spitznagel Jr., E.L. (2009). Towards DSM-V:  

Considering Other ‘Withdrawal-Like’ Symptoms for Pathological Gambling Disorder. International Journal of 
Methods in Psychiatric Research, 18(1), 13-22.  

  

Krentzman, A. R., Srikantia, P., Chiechi, J., Dang, V., Ellington, M., Gattis, M., Gruber, D., Kuwahara, N., 
Lee, G. P., Segundo, L. (2006). Threats to the beleaguered administrator: Love, mission, and camaraderie. 
Reflections: Narratives of Professional Helping, 12 (2) 76-85.  

   

Peer Reviewed Book Chapters  

Gattis, M.N. & *Larson, A. (2017). Discrimination and Mental Health Outcomes of Black Youth 
Experiencing Homelessness. In Abramovich, A. & Shelton, J. (Co-editors), LGBTQ2S Youth Homelessness, 
Toronto: Canadian Observatory on Homelessness.  

  

Gattis, M. (2012) Overrepresentation and Disparate Outcomes: Examining Health Disparities Based on Sexual  

Orientation in the Context of Homeless Youths. In S. Notaro (Ed.), Health Disparities Among Under-served  



 

   Populations: Implications for Research, Policy and Praxis, United Kingdom: Emerald Publishing Company.  

 

Technical Reports  

Middleton, J., Ghent, R., Gattis, M., Roe-Sepowitz, D., Goggin, R., & Frey, L. Youth Experiences Survey: 
Exploring the Scope and Complexity of Sex Trafficking in a Sample of Youth Experiencing Homelessness in 
Kentuckiana. Louisville, KY: Human Trafficking Research Initiative, University of Louisville, 2017.  

  

Gattis, M. & McKinnon, S. School Experiences of Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Students in 
Wisconsin. Madison, WI: GSAFE, 2015.  
 
White Paper 
Pathak, A., Harris, K., Allison, K., Coston, E., Davidow, J., Donowitz, K., Gattis, M.N., et al.  LGBTQ+ 
Inclusion in Medical School Curriculum.  October 2022 

  

   Toolkit 

   Burton, J., Gattis, M.N., *Kemmerer, A., Martinez, D., Valentine, J., Wagaman, M.A., & *Yabar, M.P.   

   (2021). Meaningful Youth Engagement Toolkit. Advocates for Richmond Youth. Richmond, VA. 

 

Editorial  

Gattis, M.N. (2008, December 30). Re:“Family Rejection as a Predictor of Negative Health Outcomes in 
White and Latino Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Young Adults” [Online letter to the editor] Pediatrics 
[http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/eletters/123/1/346].  

  

Articles Under Review  

*Roldan, P. & Gattis, M.N.  (Revise and resubmit) Homophobic behavior and heterosexual bystander:    

Understanding Colombians’ intentions to intervene.  Journal of Gay and Lesbian Social Services. 

 

Williams, S.M., Frey, L.M., Stage, D.L., Harris, L.M., Antle, B.F., Gattis, M.N. Rainbow skeletons: A 

hermeneutic phenomenological study of sexually diverse suicide attempt survivors’ descriptions of 

stigma. Sexuality Research and Social Policy. 

 

*Kemmerer, A., *Fourie, J., Schaub, J., Henderson, N., & Gattis, M.  Narratives from an LGBTQIA+ shelter: 

Applying ecological systems theory to a homelessness intervention in Cape Town, South Africa.  South African 

Journal of Social Work and Social Development. 

 

Narendorf, S.C., Munson, M.R., Khan, U., Brown, M., Gomez, G., Santa Maria, D., Gilmer, T., Gattis, M., 

Hayward, P., & Herman, D.  Study protocol for a feasibility evaluation of Charge Up!: An adaptation of 

Critical Time Intervention for young adults moving from homelessness to housing.  Pilot and Feasibility 

Studies 

 

WEBSITES DEVELOPED  

Combs, R. & Gattis, M.N. (2019) www.embracethejourneylou.org launched September 21, 2019 and is a 
research informed LGBTQ+ adolescent health support campaign.  

GRANTS FELLOWSHIPS/FUNDING  

•  Gattis, M.N. (co-principal investigator) & Wagaman, M.A.  A Shared housing model for LGBTQ+  

          youth, pregnant and parenting youth and youth at the intersection.  Funded February 14, 2024 by the     

         Virginia Housing Trust.  $499,642 for one year.  

• Gattis, M.N. (co-principal investigator) & Wagaman, M.A.  A Shared housing model for LGBTQ+  

          youth, pregnant and parenting youth and youth at the intersection.  Funded March 13, 2023 by the     

         Virginia Housing Trust.  $805,875 for one year. 

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/eletters/123/1/346
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/eletters/123/1/346
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/eletters/123/1/346
http://www.embracethejourneylou.org/
http://www.embracethejourneylou.org/


 

• Narendorf, S. (principal investigator), Gattis, M. (consultant), et al.  Adaptation of Critical Time 
Intervention for Young Adults with Mental Health Challenges in Transition from Homelessness to 
Housing.  Funded December 13, 2022.  National Institute of Mental Health, R34, $450,000. 

• Mumford, E. (PI), Gattis, M. (consultant), et al. The Positive Adolescent Interpersonal Relationships 
(PAIR) Study.  Funded September 14, 2023, National Institute of Justice. $975 for me.  

• Gattis, M. & Wagaman, M.A. (co-principal investigator) Mental Health and Doula Services for 
Participants in the Center for Youth Engaged Research to Prevent and End Youth Homelessness.  
Funded June 14, 2022 by the Bob and Anna Lou Schaberg Foundation.  $56,000 through July 2024.  

• Gattis, M.  (principal investigator).  Psychosocial Experiences of LGBTQI+ youth experiencing 
homelessness in the Cape Town Metropole region.  Funded April 2022 by Fulbright, U.S. Department 
of State.  $52,220 January 2023-July 2023. 

• Gattis, M. (co-principal investigator) & Wagaman, M.A.  A Shared housing model for LGBTQ+ 
youth, pregnant and parenting youth and youth at the intersection.  Funded January 14 2022 by the 
Virginia Housing Trust.  $883,014 for one year. 

• Combs, R. & Gattis, M. (co-investigator).  Embrace the Journey KY.  Funded, May 7, 2021 by 
JustFundKY.  $5,000 for one year. 

• Gattis, M. (co-principal investigator) & Wagaman, A.  Building a shared housing model for 
LGBTQ+ youth, pregnant and parenting youth and youth at the intersection.  Funded on March 22, 
2021 by the Virginia Housing Trust.  $69,666 for one year.   

• Sterrett-Hong, E., Gattis, M, (co-investigator) & Edmonds, T.  The Feasibility of a Ball & Drag 
Show to Recruit LGBT People of Color into an On-line Substance Use Intervention Study. 
Funded February 4, 2019.   $11,000 for one year.    

• Gattis, M.  (Principal Investigator).  Technology Pilot grant for LGBTQ resource website in 
collaboration with Metro Louisville Department of Public Health.  Funded November 5, 2018 by 
the Center for Community and Family Well-Being at University of Louisville.  $1,000 for one 
year.    

• Gattis, M. (Principal Investigator). LGBTQ Adolescent Health Campaign. Funded May 1,  

2018. JustFundKY. $5,000 for one year.  Developed website 
www.embracethejourneylou.org  

• Levinson, A., Foster, M. Gattis, M. (co-investigator), Kemelgor, B., Markowitz, L., & Mog, J.  

Funded February 9, 2018. In support of the Louisville Association of Community Economics. 
Transdiciplinary Social Justice Research Grant, University of Louisville.  

• Combs, R., Gattis, M. (co-investigator) & Brown, T. Funded March 13, 2017. LGBTQ Adolescent 
Health in Louisville: A Community Based, Mixed-Methods Approach to Identifying and Addressing 
Local Priorities. Transdisciplinary Social Justice Research Grant, University of Louisville.  

 

Sterrett-Hong, E., Gattis, M. (co-investigator), Story, K. Funded March 12, 2017. Strengths and Needs 
of the Louisville House Ball Community. Transdisciplinary Social Justice Research Grant, University 
of Louisville.  

Middleton, J. Gattis, M. (co-investigator), Harris, L. Li, Zhixia, Nasraoui, O., & Vavrousek, J. Funded 
March 12, 2017. Project STAAR: Survivors of Trafficking Creating Art, Agency, and Resilience.  
Transdisciplinary Social Justice Research Grant, University of Louisville.  

Egilmez, N., Lamont, R., Van Zyl, R., Gattis, M. (Co-investigator), et, al., University of Louisville 
Program in Metagenomics and Health. Funded September 2016 by the School of Interdisciplinary and 
Graduate Studies and the Office of Research and Innovation. University of Louisville $250,000 per 
year renewable through 2019.  

• McKinnon, S., Gattis, M. & Gay Straight Alliance for Safe Schools, Academic Partner and Co-  

Investigator. School District Implementation of Gender-Inclusive Policies. Funded June 12, 2015 by 
the Wisconsin Partnership Program Community Opportunity Grant, $50,000.  

• Gattis, M., McKinnon, S. & Gay Straight Alliance for Safe Schools, Academic Partner and Principal  

Investigator. Safe Schools for Wisconsin’s Transgender Youth. Funded December 19, 2013 by the 
Wisconsin Partnership Program Development Grant, $50,000.  



 

• Gattis, M., PI. Homeless Black, Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Youths and HIV 
Prevention in Milwaukee. Funded July 2012 by the Graduate School – University of Wisconsin-
Madison, $57,159.  

• Gattis, M., PI. Psychosocial Problems of Homeless Sexual Minority Youths and Their Heterosexual 
Counterparts. Funded October 2011 by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Health Disparities 
Loan  
Repayment Programs (LRP) National Center for Minority Health and Health Disparities (NCMHD), 
$54,000.  

• Gattis, M., PI. Family Functioning of Homeless Sexual Minority Youths and Their Heterosexual 
Counterparts. Funded July 2011 by the Graduate School – University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

$14,638.  Gattis, M., PI. Homeless Sexual Minority Youths in Toronto. Funded July 2008 by 
Canadian – U.S. Fulbright, $15,000.  

• Gattis, M., PI. International Dissertation Award, George Warren Brown School of Social Work, 
Washington University, 2009-2010, $7,500.  

 

   GRANTS UNDER REVIEW 

• Resubmitted NIMH-R34 Youth Empowerment and Safety - Peer Support Specialist) YES-PSS 
Intervention February 24, 2024.  PI (Prince, D.) Gattis, M. (consultant). 

 

SELECTED JURIED CONFERENCE AND INVITED PRESENTATIONS  

Peer Reviewed Conference Presentations  

  

• Wagaman, A., Gattis, M. Kemmerer, A., Roldan, P. & Straka-Mai,K.  (2024).  Developing Marsha and 

Marian’s Neighbors: A Shared Housing Program for LGBTQ+ Youth, Pregnant and Parenting Youth and 

Youth at the Intersection.  Society for Social Work and Research 28th Conference, Washington, DC 

January 2024. 

• Gattis, M., Hennderson, N., Kemmerer, A., & Fourie, J.  (2023).  Psychosocial Experiences of 

LGBTQI+ Youth Experiencing Homelessness in Cape Town, South Africa.  5th International Sexuality 

and Social Work Conference. July 19, 2023, Glasgow, Scotland. 

• Northington, T., Visani, R., Kerr, J.C., Sterrett-Hong, E., Jones, G., Gattis, M., Harris, L.M. (2023). The 

Making of The Promise. The American Alliance of Museum’s Annual Meeting and Expo. Denver, CO, 

May 20, 2023. 

• Williams, S.M., Frey, L.M., Harris, L.M., Antle, B.F., Gattis, M.N., & Stage, D.L. (2023). Rainbow 

Skeletons: Stigma Described by Sexually Diverse Attempt Survivors in their Suicide Stories. Paper 

presentation. Suicide Research Symposium 2023, virtual April 26-28, 2023. 

• Williams, S.M., Frey, L.M., Harris, L.M., Antle, B.F., Gattis, M.N., & Stage, D.L. (2023). Authenticity 

or Death: Stigma Described by Gender Diverse Attempt Survivors in their Suicide Stories. Paper 

presentation. Suicide Research Symposium 2023, virtual April 26-28, 2023. 
 

• Williams, S.M., Stage, D.L., Frey, L.M., Harris, L.M., Antle, B.F., & Gattis, M.N. (2022, June 16).  
Stigma in the Suicide Stories of Gender and Sexually Diverse Attempt Survivors.  Paper presentation 
at the 2nd annual Suicide Research Symposium.  Virtual.   

• Moon, H., Gattis, M., & Miller, B.  (2020, January 19). Dementia Care and Sexual Orientation: Are 
there Differences between LGB and non-LGB caregivers? 2020 SSWR Annual Conference of the 
Society for Social Work and Research, Washington, D.C.  

• Combs, R., Gattis, M., Decker, H. & O’Brien, T.  (2019, May 31).  Gender and Sexual Minority 
Health in Louisville, Kentucky.  2019 National LGBTQ Health Conference, Emory University, 
Atlanta, GA.  

• Middleton, J. Harris, L. & Gattis, M. (2019, May 15-18).  Using Photovoice to Reduce Stigma and 
Promote Resilience Among Survivors of Childhood Sex Trafficking.  15th Annual Conference of 
Qualitative Inquiry.  Urbana-Champaign, IL.  



 

• Middleton, J. & Gattis, M. (2017, March 2). Examining the Scope and Complexity of Sex 
Trafficking Among Homeless and Runaway Youth in Kentuckiana: The Youth Experiences Survey. 
Central Kentucky Human Trafficking Summit, Georgetown, KY.  

• Paul, J., Larson, A., & Gattis, M. (2017, January 14). Social exclusion and mental health among 
transgender adolescents: Results from a representative sample. Presented at the 21st Annual 
Conference Anniversary of the Society for Social Work and Research, New Orleans, LA.  

• Paul, J., Larson, A., & Gattis, M. (2016, November 3). Social exclusion and mental health among 
transgender adolescents: Results from a representative sample. Association for Public Policy and 
Management’s Fall Research Conference, Washington, D.C.  

• Gattis, M,, McKinnon, S., Hanson, L., & Hubbard, S. (2016, August 19). The School Experiences 
of Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Youth in Wisconsin Schools. Paper presented at the 
International Conference on Social Work and Sexualities, Olten, Switzerland.  

• Invited presentation: Keynote speaker at Phi Alpha Social Work Honor Society Induction Ceremony 
(2016, April 6), University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Social Work.  

Gattis, M,, McKinnon, S., Hanson, L., & Hubbard, S. (2016, January 17). The School Experiences 
of Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Youth in Wisconsin Schools. Paper presented at 
the 20th Annual Conference Anniversary of the Society for Social Work and Research, 
Washington, D.C.  

Paul, J. & Gattis, M. (2015, May 8) Variations in School Based Victimization and Associations with  

Psychological Well-Being Across Transgender Subgroups. Paper presented at the 3rd Annual  

Interdisciplinary LGBT Research Symposium. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, IL.  

Gattis, M., McKinnon, S., Hanson, L., & Hubbard, S. (2015, May 8). The School Experiences of 
Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Youth in Wisconsin. Paper presented at the 3rd Annual 
Interdisciplinary LGBT Research Symposium. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
Urbana, IL.  

• Gattis, M. & Larson, A. (2015, January 17). Perceived Racial, Sexual Identity, and Homeless Status 
related discrimination and the Relationship to Depressive Symptoms and Suicidality. Paper presented 
at 2015 19th Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research. New Orleans, LA.  

• Glass, J., Joo, Y.S., Williams, E.C., & Gattis, M. (2015, January 17) Racial/ethnic and income 
disparities in unhealthy alcohol use and alcohol use disorder symptoms. Paper presented at 2015 19th 
Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research. New Orleans, LA.  

• Paul, J. & Gattis, M. Mental Health Outcomes Among Transgender Youths Involved in Foster Care. 
Paper presented at the 2015 Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research. New 
Orleans, LA. (2015, January 16) and 2014 Fall Research Conference of Association for Public Policy 
Analysis & Management. Albuquerque, NM.  

• Gattis, M., McKinnon, S., Hanson, L., & Hubbard, S. (2014, November 21). The School Experiences 
of Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Youth in Wisconsin. Transgender Spectrum 
Conference, St. Louis, MO.  

• Gattis, M., McKinnon, S., Hanson, L., & Hubbard, S. (2014, August 15). The School Experiences 
of Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Youth in Wisconsin. Society for the Study of Social 
Problems 64th Annual Meeting. San Francisco, CA.  

• Woodford, M., Han, Y., & Gattis, M. (2012, November 11) Perceived Interpersonal Discrimination 
and Depressive Symptoms among Sexual Minority Youth: Is Religious Affiliation a Protective 
Factor? Paper presented at Council on Social Work Education 58th Annual Meeting. Washington, 
D.C.  

• Gattis, M. (2012, January 14). Documenting Challenges Facing Homeless Sexual Mino rity Youths 
and Moving Toward Effective Interventions. Paper presented at 2012 Annual Conference of the 
Society for Social Work and Research. Washington, D.C.  

• Woodford, M., Gattis, M. & Krentzman, A. (2012, January 15). The Effects of Campus Climate on 
Alcohol and Other Drug Use Among Sexual Minority College Students and Their Heterosexual 
Counterparts. Paper presented at 2012 Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and 
Research. Washington, D.C.  



 

• Psychosocial Problems of Homeless Sexual Minority Youths and Their Heterosexual Counterparts. 
(June 23, 2011). Invited presentation at Statewide Action Planning Group of Wisconsin HIV 
Community Planning Network Meeting, Wisconsin Rapids, WI.  

• Gattis, M. (2011, March 25). Psychosocial Problems of Homeless Sexual Minority Youths and Their 
Heterosexual Counterparts. Paper presented at 35th Annual Women’s Studies Conference and 6th 
Annual UW- System LGBTQ Conference. Madison, Wisconsin.  

• Gattis, M. (2010, October 27). Psychosocial Problems of Homeless Sexual Minority Youths and 
Their Heterosexual Counterparts. Paper presented at International Conference on Homelessness. 
Montreal, Quebec.  

• Gattis, M. (2010, October 16). Psychosocial Problems of Homeless Sexual Minority Youths and 
Their Heterosexual Counterparts. Paper presented at Council on Social Work Education 56th Annual 
Program Meeting. Portland, OR.  

• Gattis, M., Sacco, P., & Cunningham-Williams, R. (2009, January 16). Sexual Orientation, 
Discrimination and Risk for Alcohol Abuse and Dependence: Results from a National Probability 
Sample of U.S.  
Adults. Paper presented at 2009 Annual Conference of the Society for Social Work and Research. New 
Orleans, LA.  

• Gattis, M.N., & Cunningham-Williams, R. (2008, June, 26). Gambling and Housing Stability: Is 
there a relationship? Paper presented at 2008 National Council on Problem Gambling Annual 
Conference. Long Beach, California.  

Gattis, M., Pollio, D., & Thompson, S. (2007, November, 5). Sexual Orientation, Mental Health and 
Service Outcomes for Homeless Youth in Transitional Living Programs. Paper presented at 135th 
Annual Meeting & Exposition of the American Public Health Association. Washington, D.C.  

Gattis, M., Pollio, D., & Thompson, S. (2007, August, 10). Sexual Orientation, Mental Health and 
Service Outcomes for Homeless Youth in Transitional Living Programs. Paper presented at 55th 
Annual Conference for the Society for the Study of Social Problems. New York, New York.  

Gattis, M., Pollio, D., & Thompson, S. (2007, May, 30). Sexual Orientation, Mental Health and 
Service Outcomes for Homeless Youth in Transitional Living Programs. Paper presented at 2007 
Hawaii International Conference on Social Sciences. Honolulu, Hawaii.  

• Chiechi, J., Florvil, M., Gattis, M., Kudajie-Gyamfi, E., and Krentzman, A. (2003, April). The 
Common Ground service learning program: first year results. Paper presented at Faculty-Student 
Showcase, Long Island University, Brooklyn, NY.  

  

Invited Community Presentations/Workshops/Lectures/Exhibits  

  

• Middleton, J., Harris, L. & Gattis, M.  (2019, February 20)  Project STAAR (Survivors of Human 
Trafficking creating Art. Agency, and Resilience Art Film Screening and Panel.  University of 
Louisville.   

• Middleton, J., Harris, L. & Gattis, M.  (2019, January 11)  Project STAAR (Survivors of Human 
Trafficking creating Art. Agency, and Resilience Art Film Screening.  Human Trafficking Awareness 
Day, Kosair Charities, Louisville, KY.   

• Sterrett-Hong, E., Gattis, M., Combs, R., & Story, K.  (2018, October 24)  Voices of the Drag & Ball 
Scene Community Action Photo Exhibition.  Heine Bros Coffee, Louisville, KY.   

• Middleton, J., Harris, L., & Gattis, M.  (2018, November 15)  Project STAAR (Survivors of Human 
Trafficking creating Art. Agency, and Resilience Art Premiere and Panel.  University of Louisville.   

• Gattis, M. (2017, November 15). Perceived Microaggressions and Mental Health in a Sample of Black 
Youth Experiencing Homelessness. Jefferson County Public Schools panel on bias and 
microaggressions, Louisville, KY.  

• Middleton, J. & Gattis, M. (2017, April 11). Exa mining the Scope and Complexity of Sex Trafficking 
Among Homeless and Runaway Youth in Kentuckiana: The Youth Experiences Survey . Home of the 
Innocence.  

• Gattis, M. (2016, September 20). Psychosocial Outcomes of Homeless Sexual Minority Youth and 
Their Heterosexual Counterparts. University of Louisville School of Public Health LGBT Certificate 
Series, Louisville, KY.  



 

• Gattis, M. & Gilles, W. (2015, November 7). WisCARES: A Local Application of One-Health 
Medicine. UW-Madison School of Veterinary Medicine Socio-Economic Barriers to Veterinary Care 
Conference, Madison, WI.  

• Gattis, M. (2015, March 25). Keynote Address: Edward Alexander Bouchet Graduate Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony. University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI.  

• Gattis, M. (2014, February 14). The Experience of Transgender Students in Wisconsin-Schools – Youth 
Voices from Three Communities. University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh 2014 Adolescent Health 
Symposium. Madison, WI.  

• Gattis, M. & Petroshius, K. (2013, November 21) .Creating Safe and Supportive Schools for  

Wisconsin’s Transgender Youth: A Partnership between Gay Straight Alliance for Safe Schools and 
University of  

Wisconsin-Madison, 8th Annual National Safe Schools Roundtable Convening. Portland, OR.  

• Gattis, M. Panelist on Implications of Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) Data. (February 
15, 2013). Wisconsin Department of Health Services.  

• Gattis, M. Psychosocial Problems of Homeless Sexual Minority Youths and Their Heterosexual  

Counterparts. (April 29, 2011).   Invited presentation at Homeless  Children and Youth Case 
Management Symposium. United Way of Dane County.  

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  

Courses  

 

Virginia Commonwealth University (January 2020 to present)  

SW392     LGBTQIA+ Issues and Social Welfare [undergraduate elective for juniors and seniors]    

SW207     Introduction to Social Work [required for BSW, undergraduate elective]  

SLWK 392               Sp Break EXP: LGBTQ+ S AFRICA 

     

University of Louisville (August 2016 to present):  

SW760  Ethics, Social Work and Society [required for PhD]  

SW426  Introduction to Social Work Research [undergraduate elective, required to BSW]   

SW626 Introduction to Social Work Research [required for MSSW program] SW201 
Introduction to Social Work [required for BSW]  

  

University of Wisconsin-Madison (August 2010 to May 2016):  
SSW205:  Introduction to the Field of Social Work [undergraduate elective, required for  

  BSW]   

SSW578:  Homelessness: A Service-Learning Course [undergraduate elective]  

SSW662: Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Individuals and Social Welfare [undergraduate elective, 
MSW elective]  

  

Washington University (January 2008 – May 2008):  

S15-5005:  Research Methods for Social Work Practice [MSW required]  

Doctoral student committees  

• Shea Graham, Modern Sex Therapy and Institutes 

• Sara Williams, Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville 

• Paola Roldan, (committee chair) VCU School of Social Work 

• Angela Matijczak (committee chair), VCU School of Social Work 

• Aaron Kemmer (committee chair), VCU School of Social Work  

• Mauricio Yabar,  VCU School of Social Work, Qualifying exam (Defending November 2021) 

• Keith Watts. VCU School of Social Work, starting August 2020 (dissertation scheduled for Spring 
2021)  



 

• Jill Randall, Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville, starting Spring 2019 (preliminary 
exam committee, defended August 13, 2019).  

• Ariel Washington, Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville, starting Spring 2018 
(preliminary exam; defended August 30, 2018).  

• Monica Adams, Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville, starting Fall 2017 (preliminary 
exam; defended August 15, 2018, Defended Dissertation 2020).  

• Jennifer Ballard-Kang, Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville, starting Fall 2017, 
(Dissertation prospectus defended April 5, 2018).  

• Julle Ann Morgan-Siebe, Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville, starting Spring 2017, 
(preliminary exam defended November 29, 2017).  

• Jordan Wilfong, Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville, starting Fall 2016, (dissertation; 
defended August 9, 2018).  

• Ghazel Tellawi, Clinical Psychology, University of Louisville, starting Fall 2016, (dissertation; 
defended August 24, 2018).  

• Abra Vigna, Department of Human Development and Family Studies, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, (dissertation; defended August 3, 2016).  

• June Paul, School of Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison, starting spring 2015 (preliminary 
exam).  

• Andrea Larson, School of Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison, starting spring 2015 
(preliminary exam).  

• Melinda Kavanaugh, School of Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison, starting Fall 2010 
(dissertation; defended 2013).  

• Jeong-Hee Ryu, School of Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison, starting Spring 2012 
(dissertation; defended July 2012).  

• Julie Schuppie, School of Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison, starting Fall 
2011(dissertation; defended November 2012).  

• Lynette Studer, School of Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison, starting Fall 2012 
(dissertation; defended July 17, 2015).  

University of Louisville Health and Social Justice Scholars Mentorship  

  

• Charles Luttrell, Ph.D. student University of Louisville School of Nursing, starting February 2018  

• Devin McBride, M.D. student at University of Louisville School of Medicine, starting October 
2017Masters Thesis Committee  

  

• Mridu Markan, Department of Women and Gender Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
defended May 9, 2016  

Bachelors Honors Thesis Committee  

  

 (Chair) Megan Chernosky, Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisv ille, starting Fall 2017, 
defended on March 20, 2018.  

  

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE  

  

Professional  

  

• SOGIE Cluster co-chair, Society for Social Work and Research Annual Conference, 2020-2023 

• Editorial Board Member, Journal of LGBT Youth 2019  

• Editorial Board Member, Journal of Gay and Lesbian Social Services 

• Moderator, Homeless Youth session, 2018 Annual Conference for Social Work and Research 
Conference , January 2018, Washington, D.C.  

• Gender Cluster co-chair, Society for Social Work and Research Annual Conference, 2016-2019  



 

• Book Reviewer, Routledge, Beyond Transition: Life Course Challenges of Trans* People in the USA, 

December 2015  

• Editorial Advisory Board Member, Harrington Park Press, August 2015 - present  

• Grant Reviewer, Wisconsin Partnership Program, July 2015  

• Safe Schools/Healthy Students, Project Manager, The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
(DPI), in partnership with the Wisconsin Department of Health Services , December 2013-2016.  

• Professional association memberships: Society for Social Work and Research, Council on Social Work 
Education, Gay and Lesbian Medical Association  

• Ad-hoc Journal Reviewer, Children and Youth Services Review, Journal of Homosexuality, Journal of 

Gay and Lesbian Mental Health, Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Services, American Journal of 

Health Behavior, Men and Masculinities, International Journal of Social Welfare, Educational 

Evaluation and  

Policy Analysis, Health Promotion International, Journal of LGBT Youth, Journal of Racial and Ethnic 

Disparities, Journal of Adolescence, Archives of Sexual Behavior  

• Book Reviewer, Working with Homeless People: Basic Skills and Practices, 2012  

• Grant Reviewer, Ryan White Part B funded HIV care services in Wisconsin, 2012  

• Moderator, Creating Supportive Contexts for Trans* Individuals, 2016 Annual Conference for Social 
Work and Research  

 
VCU Committees: 

• Faculty Search Committee, Fall 2021-Spring 2022 
• Promotion and Tenure Committee, Fall 2021- present 
• Governance and Operations Committee, Fall 2021- present 
• Programs Committee, Fall 2020 – Spring 2021 
• Ph.D. Committee, Fall 2019 – Spring 2020 

 

University of Louisville Committees:  

  

• Kent School of Social Work, Center for Family and Community Well-being planning committee, July 
2018 - present  

• Member of Faculty Search Committee, Fall 2017 – Spring 2018  

• U of L Community Engaged Scholarship Symposium Planning Committee, Spring 2018  

• Member of BSW Admissions Committee, Fall 2016 - present  

• Member of BSW Academic Review Committee, Fall 2016 – Spring 2017  

• Member of the Ph.D. program committee, Fall 2017 - present  

• Kent School of Social Work Community Engagement Strategic Planning Committee, Spring 2017 – 
present  

• Faculty liaison to the Signature Partnership, Fall 2017 – present  

• Member of the Cooperative Consortium for Transdisciplinary Social Justice Research steering 
committee,  

Fall 2017-present  

Other service:  

  

• Participated in University of Louisville commencement faculty processional, Fall 2016, Spring 2017, 
Spring 2018  



 

University of Wisconsin-Madison Committees:  

  

• Member of grant review committee for Center for Collaborative Health Equity Research, University of 
Wisconsin – Madison, April 2016-May 2016  

• Member of grant review committee for Wisconsin Idea Fellowships, Morgridge Center for Public 
Service, January 2015-March 2015  

• Appointed chairman, Committee on Diversity, School of Social Work, August 2014- August 2015  

• Appointed member, Grievance Committee, School of Social Work, August 2013-August 2014  

• Appointed member, M.S.W. Admissions Committee, School of Social Work, August 2012-August 
2013  

• Appointed member, Faculty Search Committee, School of Social Work, August 2012-January 2013  

• Appointed member, LGBT Campus Center Assistant Director Search Committee. June 2012-August 
2012  

• Appointed member, Community Health Program Coordinator Search Committee, Division of 
Continuing Studies, November 2011-January 2012  

• Appointed member, Madison Initiative for Undergraduates Implementation Committee, July 2011 – 
May 2013  

• Appointed member, Faculty Search Committee, School of Social Work, July 2011-December 2011  

• Appointed member, B.S.W. Admissions Committee, School of Social Work, August 2010-May 2010 

Other service:  

• University of Wisconsin Faculty Senate, August 2010-May 2011; August 2013-2015  

• Faculty Sponsor, Students for Social Welfare, August 2010-August  

  2014  

   Community  

• Research Committee, Speed Museum of Art 

• Board of Directors, Art Thrust, Fall 2023- present 

• Advocates for Richmond Youth, August 2020 – present  

• Member of the Louisville Host Homes Program Advisory Board, March 2018 – 2019  

• Founding Advisory Board Member for Sweet Evening Breeze, September 2017 - present  

• Subject Matter Expert reviewer for Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)2017 Grant Applications for 
Kentucky Justice and Public Safety Cabinet June 2017 – July 2017  

• Founding executive committee member, Wisconsin Companion Animal Resources, Education, and 
Social  

Services (WISCARES) School of Veterinary Medicine and School of Social Work; October 2013-May 
2016  

• Gay Straight Alliance for Safe Schools Board of Directors, Wisconsin, April 2011-May 2015  

• Statewide Action Planning Group of Wisconsin HIV Community Planning Network, Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services, January 2011-December 2013  

MEDIA COVERAGE OF RES EARCH  

  

• WLKY-TV: “New LGBT youth shelter planned for Russell Neighborhood” (July 5, 2018)  

• Insider Louisville: “Organizers of proposed LGBTQ youth shelter to host community gathering” (July 
19, 2018)  

• WHCQ-FM: “Sweet Evening Breeze Shelter” (July 25, 2018)  

• WLKY-TV: “U of L Report: More than 40% of homeless youth bring sex trafficked” (March 1, 2017)  

• Courier-Journal: “U of L study shows 41 percent of homeless youth sex-trafficked” (March 1, 2017)  

• WKMS: Forty percent of Homeless Kentuckiana Youth Report Being Sex-Trafficked” (March 2, 2017)  



 

• Insider Louisville: “Study: 41 percent of homeless youth in Louisville area are sex-trafficking victims” 
(March 1, 2017)  

• Lexington Herald-Leader: “40% of homeless youth in Louisville are victims of sex trafficking, report 
finds” (March 1, 2017)  

• NewsRadio 840 WHAS: “U of L Survey Looks at Sex Trafficking Problem” (March 1, 2017)  

• Ohio County Monitor: “Results of human trafficking study by U of L ‘revealing’” (March 2, 2017)  

• Berea Online: “Beshear: Results of human trafficking study by U of L ‘revealing’” (March 2, 2017) 

• Northern Kentucky Tribune: “U of L researchers found that over 40 percent of homeless youth are 
victims of sex-trafficking” (March 3, 2017)  

• Slate: “Queer Homeless Youth, Queer Activism in Transition” (December 10, 2015)  

• Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association News: “Searching for Shelter: Veterinarians 
in Wisconsin Fight Homelessness While Protecting the Human-Animal Bond.” (December 1, 2015, 
online November 17, 2015)  

• Milwaukee Magazine: “In a State of Transition” (October 1, 2015)  

• Wisconsin Public Radio: “Gender Non-Conforming Kids in Wisconsin” (August 24, 2015)  

• Badger Herald: “Wisconsin no longer a leader in support for transgender high school students” (March 
16, 2015)  

• Wisconsin State Journal: “ Progress seen, but still barriers remain for transgender students, UW-
Madison study finds” (March 8, 2015)  

• LaCrosse Tribune: “Barriers remain for transgender students” (March 8, 2015)  

• Our Lives: “Qualitative research surfaces on Wisconsin trans* youth” (January/February 2015)  

• The Academic Minute “Religion and marriage equality” (March 4, 2015)  

• Medical Xpress: “Religious denominations friendly to same-sex marriage may protect gay youth from 

depression” (November 20, 2014)  WORT FM: “WisCARES” (October 8, 2014)  

• Wisconsin State Journal: “In the Spirit: UW study finds religion – some kinds anyway, may protect 
gay youth” ( July 20, 2014)  


